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KLAMATH WATER USERS ANNUAL MEETING HIGHLIGHTS
RESILIENCE POLICY MOMENTUM AND A PATH FORWARD

ADVANCING TRANSPARENCY
AND LOCAL INPUT

The Klamath Water Users Association (KWUA) Annual

Meeting held on April 7, brought together producers, agency NEW%%%IAE{}ég%IAﬁ%)%@AND
leaders, and policymakers for an evening that balanced hard
realities with renewed momentum and optimism for the
future of the Klamath Basin.

¢ On April 14, Congressman Cliff Bentz
(R-OR) introduced H.R. 8259, the
Federal Water Projects Consultation
Improvement Act of 2026, legislation
aimed at improving transparency and
ensuring meaningful input from local
water users in the operation of federal
water projects.

The event drew a strong turnout with approximately 185
people in attendance, to hear speakers discuss the challenges
facing the Klamath Project in 2026, growing engagement at
the federal level, and progress on actions to bring stability to
the Basin. The evening opened with recognition of the next
generation of agricultural leadership, including newly elected
Oregon FFA State President Anna Kliewer, a Lost River High
School senior, and Dylan Orr, the newly elected Oregon FFA
State Secretary from Henley High School.

Drafted by KWUA and identified as one
of our top priorities for the Trump 47
Administration, the bill focuses on
strengthening coordination under the
Endangered Species Act (ESA),
particularly during federal
consultation processes that can

Anna Kliewer spoke candidly about the hardships facing
basin families amid ongoing water uncertainty but
emphasized a deeper strength: community. Drawing from significantly impact water deliveries to
personal experience, she highlighted how agricultureis built | agricultural producers, municipalities,
on service, resilience, and neighbors supporting one another | 314 rural communities.
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